
 

 
 

Thank you and please enjoy these wines from your 2013 Quarter Four Vine Club pack!!! 
 
 
We have to start by saying that 2013 has been the most exciting year of our time here at Tarara.  In all discussions with Jordan it 
has also been the most exciting and rewarding of his winemaking career.  Jordan has received accolades throughout his career in 
varying aspects of what he does, but this year was really special.  He believes that with the team Tarara currently has and the 
direction that we have been able to go we have really made some history this year. 
 
Within the year some of our wines have been among the first to break the 90 point threshold for Virginia wine in the major 
national media.  For the first time ever Wine Enthusiast has rated Virginia wines in the 90’s this year.  Only 8 wines so far have 
received these great honors and 3 of them are from Tarara.  That doesn’t even include the 8 more scoring in the upper 80’s this 
year.  Jordan was also honored by Wine Enthusiast as being one of the “Top 40 Under 40 Tastemakers in the USA”.  This 
includes all people dealing with beverages in the States, not just winemakers.  That’s huge.  He was one of only 2 winemakers 
from the East Coast to receive this recognition.  He was then named one of the “Top 100 most Influential Winemakers in 
America” through into wine.  There were only two winemakers in Virginia mentioned in this prestigious recognition.  That is a 
pretty special year and it says a lot for how the entire team at Tarara is dedicated to bringing only the best wine and experience 
to you as our Vine Club member.  This year will go down in history as one of our finest as it has helped create history for 
Virginia wine in general. 
 
With great success also come challenges of course.  Well, our challenge is a great one, but it was still something we had to think 
long and hard about.  Simply put with all the accolades the demand for our wine has far exceeded our wildest dreams, let alone 
our inventory .  We have had to put a hold on all new memberships within the Vine Club and have started to create a waiting 
list for those that want to join the benefits that you already receive.  This will not change for you as our loyal fans other than you 
are now part of our “Founder’s Vine Club”.  This means you will continue to receive all the benefits you have including 
complimentary tastings, discounts, concert tickets, etc.  As we are able to allow more people into the Vine Club they will not get 
these same level benefits as you.  Their benefits will still be great, but not to the caliber of what you receive.  This will however 
take effect if your wine club membership is allowed to lapse.  Here are the benefits you receive as a “Founder’s Vine Club”  
member opposed to our new program: 
 

1) 20% Off all products in the Tasting Room 
a. New club is 15% off wine only 

2) Complimentary tastings for two on each visit 
a. New club received 6 tastings per quarter (3 tastings for 2) 

3) Complimentary admission to Tarara’s Summer Concert Series 
a. This benefit does not apply to the new club. 

4) Continued flat-fee per quarter based on the club level – Total discount for the year ranged from 25-30% 
a. New club pricing varies based on the wines in the pack and are at 20% discount of retail price 

5) Everyone will still get the same opportunity to enjoy the Vine Club Lounge and receive 50% off the Premier tasting 
experience.  We do this because we have found all sorts of people make some great friendships here and we want that to 
continue forever! 

 
In the end we made these choices because it is you who have brought us the success that we have enjoyed this year.  It is you that 
drive us to want to make the best wine and give you the best experience.  We always want to reward you for having been with us 
to help us always strive for that next accomplishment.  You are why we are here and we are thrilled to share our wines and place.   
 
From the bottom of our heart, Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Now that we have shared our sentimental thoughts, let’s move on to why you really enjoy being part of Tarara’s Vine 
Club…WINE!  This quarter’s wines are a lot of fun for us to show.  We are starting to get into our flagship whites from our 
favorite vintage (2012) with the Nevaeh White in the Winemakers Select, Artisan White Select and Single Vineyard clubs.  Also 
from 2012 is the Chardonnay that is another stunning example of the variety as we continue to aim to refine our position with 
this classic white.  We also include a couple of really fun Winemakers Select Bin wines with Bin 4 White being the tiny 
production of what would have been Nevaeh White 2011 and Bin 10 Red that is a combination of our very best blocks from 
Tranquility and Nevaeh from 2011 since we did not make our Single Vineyards in 2011.  Lastly, in the Red wines only pack is the 
Cabernet Franc 2011 which is an elegant yet intense showing of what some believe to be one of Virginia’s leading varieties. 
 
 
This Quarter’s Wine: 
 

1) Winemakers Select Bin 10 Red  – One of the most challenging and rewarding wines we have ever made.  This really 
forced us to step out of our comfort zone and look at wine from a different view.  We knew that 2011 would offer 
some challenges in creating wines to express the vineyard sites perfectly with the reds.  We also knew that varietal 
correctness might also be a challenge.  With that said, tasting some of the barrels we found that we loved the 
structures and flavors of some of our favorites.  So we did trial after trial to come up with a wine that married some 
of those characters we loved to turn it into something complex, something we love, and something that was still 
obviously Tarara even though it was not driven by the character of the individual vineyards.  The wine is still a 
great example of the elements in which we worked with in 2011 but maintaining the quality level we demand at 
Tarara. 

 
The wine is made just like all our Single Vineyard reds.  Long skin contact for more extraction, indigenous yeast, no 
enzymes and other “stuff”, 18 months in Virginia Oak (80% new) and bottled unfined and unfiltered. 

 
This blend of 50% Merlot, 34% Syrah, and 8% each Cabernet Sauvignon and Cabernet Franc is the type of wine 
Jordan often loves to drink.  It has intensity and is the type of wine it is hard to take your nose out of.  It shows 
great fruit but is blended with herbal, floral and earthy tones that just keep you intrigued.  The palate then shows 
why Jordan is so fond of it.  The acidity directly tells you this wine belongs on the table.  It is also laced with 
youthful tannins and lively fruit.  It is the type of wine that would do well with a couple years in the cellar or sip it 
today with Braised Short Ribs over a creamy polenta.   

 
2) Cabernet Franc 2011 – This is always an annual favorite.  It seems most people love the Cabernet Franc coming from 

Tarara each vintage.  So far, the same has been said for the 2011 vintage as people have been raving about it.  The 2011 
vintage is certainly not the same style as the 2010 but to some it may be just as exciting.  It is a leaner and more 
approachable style with lovely floral and red berry fruit.  This year is all about the elegance and the pretty notes 
opposed to 2010’s outright power. 

 
The wines were essentially made in the same manner with gentle but long extraction, 18 months in Virginia Oak 
and bottled unfined and unfiltered.  The big difference is in 2011 we did not use any new oak but in 2010 it was 
exclusively new oak.  That was because the 2011 we felt was delicate and pretty and would be overtaken by too much 
oak.  We wanted the fruit to stay front and center. 
 
An intensely aromatic wine with violet petals, mint  and raspberry compote notes.  The palate is silky and fresh 
with soft approachable tannins and just a pleasing balanced acidity allowing all the fruit to come forward.  This is a 
wine that should be enjoyed while you wait for 2010 to mellow out.  It is drinking beautifully with simple classics 
like Eggplant Parmigiana. 

 
 
 
Thanks and Enjoy -  The Tarara Team! 

 


